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El Shwedi pleads for his life at a televised show trial. . . .

QADHAFI THE |
HANGMAN

by SHYAM BHATIA

THESE pictures, taken
from a videotape smuggled
out of Libya, bear witness
to the spate of public
hangings carried out ear-
lier this year on the orders
of Colonel Qadhafi.

They arc extracts from a
documentary film ‘that was
repeated every day for a
month on State-run Libyan
television in June and July as
a warning to opponents of the
regime. They demonstrate the
ruthless tactics employed by
Qadhafi to stifle opposition.

Nine men accused of trying
to overthrow the regime were
summarily tried by revolu-
nonary committees and later

hanged. They were denicd
defence counsel and the right
to appeal. Some were tortured
before they died.

Each hanging was accompa-
nied by the excited cheers and
slogan-shouting of Qadhafi
supporters. One man was
contemptuously slapped on
the face after he was strung
up. In the case of another
victim, Qadhali supporters
interrupted his interrogation
with slogans: ‘We want
hanging, no more talking."

The execution of Sadeq El
Shwedi, an enginecering
student trained in America,
was first reported in The

VAL My N0 s 3L

Observer last July. The film of
his show trial shows him
weeping, his hands tied
behind his back, as he sits
cross-legg:d on the floor of a
ketball court in Bengh

The head of the revolution-
ary committee, who is not
named, accuses him of con-
spiring with American secret
agents and the proscribed
Muslim Brothers group to
find ways of overthrowing the
Government.

Shwedi tearfully agrees that
he was contacted by a man
called Mohammed Abdallah
who asked him to find a safe
bhouse in Benghazi. But,
Shwedi goes on to say: ‘I
counld pot help” him.’ His
statement is interrupted at
this stage by Qadhafi suppor-
ters. Shortly afterwards,
members of the revolutionary
committee hustle him off to a
markeshift scaffold where he
is hanged from a cross bar.

The London-based Libyan
National Salvation Front esti-
mates that more than 3,000
people, arrested after an
unsuccessful coup on 8 May,
are still languishing in prison.

A spokesman for the froot
said: ‘The revolutionary
committees, a law unto them-
sclves, have been carrying out
arbitrary arrests.”

. the crowd chants as he is hanged.
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L|byan denounces Khadafy rule

By Roger Nesbitt

Herald-Leader stall writer

attacked two U.S. Navy jets patrolling interna-
tional waters off the Libyan coast and after

Aly Abuzaakpuk

A Libyan political dissident who says he fled
that country after being tortured by the govern-
ment of Col. Moammar Khadaly said yesterday
that the overthrow of thal government would be
*'the salvation of the Arab states.’

Aly Abuzaakouk, the director of information
for The National Front for the Salvation of
Libya, a group he says was formed in 1981 to plot
the overthrow of Khadafy, came to Central
Kentucky yesterday to appear on an Eastern
Kentucky University television program.

In a separate interview, Abuzaakouk said
Khadafy had him tortured and then removed asa
professor at a Libyan university because he was
critical of the government. He aiso said that the
FBI has lold him that he is on Khadafy's “hit
hist.”

. Describing Khadaly as“‘a terroristic mad-
man” who has aligned Libya with the Soviet
Union in an attempl 10 create instability among
the Arab states, Abuzaakouk said his group —
the National Front — will “work relentlessly to
see that Khadaly is ousted.”

The United States ended diplomatic relations
with [\bya in 1981 after two Libyan fighter planés

Khadafy threatened to bomb U.S. nuclear posts.

Abuzaakouk, who was working on a master’s
degree in communications at Stanford University
when Khadafy took power in 1969, says the
United States should have recogmized Khadalfy
was "a lerronstic threat to world peace” long
before 1t did.

“The terror has been going on since 1969, but
this country didn’t recognize it until 1981," he
said. “He's been a cancer to our country from
the start. Because of him Libya has become
black-listed in international affairs and he has
become known as the Godfather of terrorism.
Qur country Is shamed.”

Alter Abuzaakouk received his master's
from Stanford in 1971, he studied for a year at the
University of lowa. He said he retumned to Libya
in 1973 und helped established the department of
communicalions al the University of Benghazi

Abuzaakouk says Khadafy offered him a high
post with the government, but he tumed it down.
Instead, he became an outspoken critic of the
governmenl

(Turn to LIBYAN, B12)
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